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Introduction 
The Muir Academy was founded in order to help (adult) boys and 

girls, with attitudes that lead them into rudeness, untidiness, disrup-
tiveness, disobedience or insolence, to conquer these manifestations of 
socially unacceptable behaviour. 

Even the best school and homes sometimes suffer from the nui-
sance such individuals can cause to those around them. If this is your 
problem, we can help. Other responsible authority-figures such as 
teachers, tutors, masters, mistresses, husbands, wives and boy- or girl-
friends refer pupils to us. In addition we accept boys and girls who 
themselves realise their problems and the difficulties they cause. 

During our intensive courses we undertake to subdue and reform 
even hardened offenders. We promise they will return to their every-
day lives as tranquil, biddable, polite, happy and well-disciplined 
model pupils. 

Courses are small, with no more than a dozen boys and girls. Staff 
include the Headmistress, Matron, Housekeeper and other personal in-
cluding maids. The régime is strict 
but fair, and those who realise the 
value of the course and attempt to 
behave properly are treated with 
more leniency than persistent of-
fenders. The worst features of 
many old fashioned schools, for 
example bullying, are rigorously 
excluded. 

Pupils must be properly, fully 
and neatly dressed and presentable 
at all times. Proper attention is paid 
to the need for personal hygiene, 
and a smart appearance. There is a 
period of free time in the evening. 
This may be used for a variety of 
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purposes: preparation of the mor-
row’s lessons; the writing of im-
positions; the cleaning and ironing 
of clothes, and relaxation. 

There is a proper academic cur-
riculum. Pupils are taught an a va-
riety of recognised subjects during 
the period of the course. However, 
of necessity, a term of such short 
duration cannot correct many seri-
ous learning deficiencies. Instead, 
Headmistress and staff concen-
trate on the fulfillment of that which they can attain. Namely, the in-
clusion of a proper sense of discipline, by all the means at their dis-
posal. Many of them admittedly old-fashioned but none the worse for 
that. 

 

Background & Development 
Muir Academy was founded by Miss Prudence Prim in 1987, as a 

Reform School for Adult Boys and Girls. It set out to combine the best 
traditions from our justly world famous Public, Dame, Monitorial and 
Charity schools. These have all contributed so much to enrich the var-
ied heritage of British education, unique in the world. Many very suc-
cessful courses have been run in recent years. 

Muir Academy is modelled on the stricter institutional régimes, 
since these were (and are) intended to cater for juveniles who required 
(and still require) no less supervision than our adult “boys and girls” . 
Our system of short term, rigorous education combined with behav-
ioural therapy provides pupils with the knowledge they need. At the 
same time it requires them to adopt socially correct attitudes, in order 
to make the most of their opportunities when they return to their eve-
ryday lives. 
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Academic Policy 
The Headmistress is solely answerable to the Board of Governors 

(Chairman: Sir Guy Masterleigh, Bt.) for the efficient running of the 
Muir Academy and the intellectual welfare of its pupils.  

In the limited time available we cannot begin to remedy serious 
subject deficiencies, but pupils will nevertheless be stretched to the 
limits of their abilities. We set out to push our pupils in a very inten-
sive curriculum, with classes concentrating mainly on the “Three Rs” . 
Pupils are also tested in History, Geography, Human Biology and Art, 
as well as any remedial studies recommended by their own tutors. 

Organised team games form a valuable complement to these more 
cerebral pursuits. PE, though limited, does take place on boarding 
courses, wherever possible. 

 

Disciplinary Ethos 
At all times, from arrival to departure, unless given leave to behave 

otherwise, pupils will be under firm and complete control. They are 
made to wear the prescribed uniform, and obliged to conform to our 
strict but fair rules. Obedience is enforced the old-fashioned way, by 
the rod and other allied means, fairly but with no exceptions or favour-
itism. 

The Muir Academy régime is undeniably strict, that is its point. We 
find our boys and girls respond 
well to our methods. They 
benefit from their time with us, 
returning home cheerful and 
self-confident. 

 

Staff 
The Headmistress, Miss 

Prudence Prim, is blonde and 



7 

The Academy Club for everything for adult school & corporal punishment fans 

well built. She is thus easily able to hold and control a recalcitrant pu-
pil. She is normally friendly, bubbly and approachable, but every inch 
the strict traditional school Ma’am when in her rôle as Headmistress. 
She is very experienced at dealing with all ages from beginner to ex-
perienced pupils. 

Matron is Miss Prim’s right hand on many occasions. She is re-
sponsible for all household matters, like checking dormitories and 
health of pupils, Medicals, etc. She is a slightly more mature lady of 
understanding, very capable of dealing with malingerers in true Ma-
tron style. 

The chef, cooks and maids differ from term to term but they also 
come under the guidance of Miss Prim and Matron 

Occasionally the Chairman of the Board of Governors will be on 
the premises, in his rôle as School Bursar. There are no permanent 
male teaching staff, (though see parents and tutors below). 
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Premises 
Courses are held in a substantial private building equipped with 

classroom, dormitories, common-room and other rooms. The accom-
modation is of a very high standard; warm and clean with all appropri-
ate facilities. They do change from time to time.  

The classroom are well suited to traditional classroom teaching and 
offers excellent privacy for the exercise of discipline. 

There are always separate dormitories for boys, girls and ‘boys who 
would be girls' . There may also be smaller rooms for prefects, other 
seniors and for those who, for one reason or another, must be isolated. 

The common-room and dining hall are large, light, airy and well fit-
ted, where boys and girls may enjoy their free time and meals in warm, 
comfortable and relaxing surroundings. 

Cooking is unpretentious, nourishing and tasty: portions are gener-
ous. Wherever possible there is an open-air, private playground, for 
breaks. Previous Academy courses have included outdoor games, 
Physical Exercise, treasure hunts and cross-country runs. Occasionally 
there are school trips both in and out of uniform where of course strict 
discipline is maintained. Only the best behaviour is accepted. 

 

Prospective Girls 
We are delighted to hear from you. We want to reassure you that 

you are far from alone in seeking to realise fantasies of life as it would 
have been experienced by girls at a traditional boarding school. There 
are many like you. 

We particularly welcome girls whose spirit has led them into bois-
terous, unruly, untidy, disruptive, disobedient or insolent behaviour in 
the past, or simply girls who wish to recreate a school life they never 
had. Well-behaved girls will not be overlooked either. Under the firm 
and experienced hand of our all-female staff, girls can enjoy their stud-
ies and the company of their new found chums. 

Some of our girls went to girls' -only schools and regret they miss 
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the attraction offered by coeducational education. Our normal mixed 
courses offer a chance to do this in a safe and exhilarating way. Many 
find the extra dimension of mixed education adds immeasurably to the 
success of the course, for both boys and girls. 

Conversely those girls who 
took full advantage of coedu-
cational establishments can re-
live the best of their experi-
ences. Those who suffered in 
coeducation can find a girls-
only régime helps. Just as 
those who went to girl' s-only 
schools may prefer to be freed 
again, for a time, of the dis-
tractions boys always bring.  
Boys can indeed be boisterous, 
chauvinistic and ill-mannered 
which distracts from their 
studies, and is a worry to a 

girl' s tutor. Confidence gained on the all-girl course can encourage 
them later to try the mixed course. 

If, following an interview, a prospective girl pupil wishes to meet 
one of our “old girls”  privately for reassurance, (before committing 
herself to a full course), then this could be arranged. Or she might pre-
fer to attend one of our one-day events from which all males are ex-
cluded. 

There is no typical girl. Each has been wonderfully and splendidly 
individual, but they do share the characteristic of being in many ways 
the absolute opposite of the down trodden, oppressed, mousy stereo-
type that those outside the scene may expect.  

They are generally strong characters, each expresses that power in 
her own way. Often they are tougher than the boys, spirited and suc-
cessful, in careers of their own. They range in age from early twenties 
to half a century older, but every one has felt at home with us from the 
very first meeting. 
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Boys Who 
Would Be 

Girls 
(Special Girls) 

When we first considered 
whether to allow such “girls”  
to come we had our doubts. 
Our ideas came more from 
television and night-club 
“drag artists”  and female im-
personators than from experi-
ence. However that prejudice 
has been dispelled as more 
and more have come forward 
for interview and attended our courses. 

None have been “camp”  or effeminate in his everyday life. We now 
know most special girls are perfectly acceptable in mixed company 
and we are more than happy for them to attend the normal courses. 
Such special girls had no chance to attend girl' s-only schools. They 
relish the chance to learn the life skills of feminine deportment, eti-
quette, dress-sense, grooming and make-up, necessary to live life to 
the full as a girl.  

The opportunity to meet other girls in a similar situation with whom 
they can discuss their experiences is valued as well. The presence of 
ordinary adult boys and adult girls adds to the attraction in many ways. 

We do ask that they do their best to help others to accept them as 
what they want to be, to demonstrate they are willing to go as far as 
they can to help us.  

Such measures include shaving wherever girls would not generally 
need to shave, wearing a wig in a feminine style if their normal hair-
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style is overly masculine and wearing a bra (with suitable fillers).  
We ask they do this at all times except in bed or in the showers. 

This helps the rest of us to suspend disbelief enough to accept them 
full. 

We do not encourage any of our girls to wear make-up ostenta-
tiously, as at a real school, so special girls need not feel disadvantaged. 
Our special girls seek to emulate girls'  experiences, not to mock them.  

They do not want to outdo the girls in glamour or appearance, so it 
does not matter to them, or anyone else, if they cannot be wholly con-
vincing in appearance.  

We recognise that for some such girls shaving the legs can be a 
problem afterwards. This requirement may sometimes be relaxed (and 
perhaps camouflaged with black stockings) if an appropriately marked 
form is presented from a tutor excusing the pupil.  

This should be discussed with Miss Prim at interview. We cannot, 
for obvious reasons, accept anyone who demands they be treated as a 
girl, unless they are prepared to the best of their ability, to help us 
achieve acceptance of them as such. 

Special girls have a separate dormitory of their own, separate from 
the boys and other girls. 

 

Parents and Tutors 
The majority of interest has been, to nobody' s surprise, from single 

men. Most of our literature to date has been written with them fore-
most in our minds. We now take measures to sort out the time-wasters 
from those stable, serious and well balanced enough to be allowed to 
join us.  

We are now accepting more and more couples so have so have writ-
ten this section for them, as we appreciate their needs and concerns are 
different. 

So far most of the girls who have attended have been in stable long 
term relationships. With someone who has either encouraged them to 
come or joined them on the course. We expect this to continue to be 
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true for most girl pupils.  
These couples can also be 

just be play partners who have a 
good relationship. We appreci-
ate that anyone considering en-
trusting their pupil to us will be 
very concerned on a number of 
counts. We hope that what you 
read elsewhere in this prospec-
tus will reassure you. 

We respect the special rela-
tionships that such couples 
have, and will do everything 
possible to maintain and en-
hance them. We are aware, for 
instance, that the presence of 
boys at school is a worry to a 
girl' s tutor. Most prefer to keep 
in close touch during at least the 
first course.  

There are many ways in which this can be arranged. If a pupil and 
her tutor wish to attend together, we can make special arrangements. A 
tutor may attend as a prefect, whilst the pupil attends as a junior. Simi-
larly one girl' s tutor has attended a course as our chef, enabling him to 
keep a close eye on her whilst helping out with the domestic arrange-
ments. A lady has attended as Matron, bringing her ward as a pupil. 

The Chairman of the Governors is also happy to make arrange-
ments to entertain any girl' s tutor while the course is taking place, or 
to arrange accommodation. Otherwise the tutor may visit from time to 
time and can, of course, join the pupils at the end of term party. Any 
tutor can advise us of any special conditions he or she wishes to im-
pose, via the Personal Record Form. Some examples of how a tutor 
may use this privilege are given in the Rosie Bottom stories by Sir 
Guy Masterleigh, available from the Academy Club. 

In some cases, if a tutor is judged competent to do so, he may be 
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permitted to take a class or two 
in his specialist subject. This has 
been done very successfully sev-
eral times now. 

 

The Initial 
Interview 

If you are a member of the Acad-
emy Club and received this Pro-
spectus directly by post you will 
also have received the cover let-
ter, Application Form, Personal 
Record Form, Kit List, etc. If 
not, we' ll hope you' ll take things 
a further, by initially sending off 

for further information, joining the Academy Club and arranging an 
interview. (Details from PO Box 135, Hereford, HR2 7WL, UK.) 

We believe it is vital you take things at your own pace, only becom-
ing as involved as you wish to be. Until, that is, you actually attend a 
course! 

P U P I L ’ S A P P L I CA TI ON  FOR  
I N TER V I EW  

 

I ............................. am twenty-one years old, or more, have read the 
Prospectus and Interview Guide of The Muir Academy. I understand 
them fully and freely agree to abide by them, or accept the 
consequences, as so indicated. I hereby apply for interview. I enclose 
this form, completed fully, and an Interview deposit . 
 

 

Interview  date .......................... 199 ...... t ime, from ...... until ....... 
 
Real Surname .......................... Forename(s) ............................... 
 
Pseudonym Surname ...................... Forename(s) ........................ 
 
Date of Bir th ....................................................................... (real) 
 
Address ..................................................................................... 
 
....................................................... Postcode ............................ 
 
Tel. (only for use, discreetly, in emergency) ..................... day/eve 
 
NB deposits not returnable. If Miss Prim can arrange an interview 
with another applicant it may be held over. See page 3 

 

P R OB LEM S,  M ED I CA TI ON ,  
SP ECI A L  I N STR U CTI ON S�

Please below note any significant current medical problem, any 
necessary medication, any special exercise, dietary or other regime 
cur rently being followed. We will endeavour to continue/comply with 
anything noted.  
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Before doing so all our adult boys and girls are individually and 
personally interviewed in some depth. This is mandatory. You will be 
required to attend, change into uniform, and take a lesson and test, 
with the traditional penalties for misbehaviour or poor work. This 
gives the Headmistress ample opportunity to assess individual suitabil-
ity (or otherwise).  

She weeds out all who are at all unreliable, unstable, indiscreet, un-
able to take their medicine or likely to exhibit offensive behaviour in a 
group situation. She rapidly corrects any boy naive enough to think 
our courses are a short-cut to meeting unattached ladies. 

After thoroughly studying this Prospectus, take your time, ask any-
thing you need to know first, and then arrange a date only when you' re 
sure you' ll be able to attend. It will be in Hereford, generally between 
10:00 am and 3:00 pm weekdays, though other days and times can 
sometimes be arranged. 

We charge a fee for interviews. We also nowadays ask for a de-
posit: half the fee, payable within a week of booking an appointment, 
as we have had so many people simply failing to turn up. This will be 
held over to a later date if you give sufficient warning that you cannot 
attend on the date arranged. However any boy or girl discouraged from 
proceeding further by financial constraints should speak to Miss Prim. 

Couples are welcome to arrive together. Miss Prim will interview 
each one separately, and together, then. For everyone' s benefit it will 
be necessary for Miss Prim to talk alone to any boy or girl coming in 
such circumstances. This is to assure herself that no undue pressure is 
being exerted, and that the lady or gentleman concerned has not been 
misled by her or his escort. 

 

Entry Procedure 
The covering letter with this Prospectus outlines how you should 

arrange your interview. If accepted you should use the booking form. 
Please book early as we find our services to be very much in de-

mand. 
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Travel 
We will send details of rail travel and maps for motorists, plus other 

sundries like blazer badges, just before the course, together with the 
Academy address. If you realise you are going to be late please ring in 
good time. Lateness, particularly if it inconveniences staff, is punish-
able. In addition, please do nothing in the area to bring unwarranted at-
tention to our activities. 

 

Record Form 
Tutors may advise us of faults requiring attention, medical prob-

lems or other special requirements, by means of the Personal Record 
Form. Unless sent ahead, the pupil should bring the completed form in 
an envelope, signed by the tutor across the closed flap, then sealed 
with clear single sided tape, rendering tampering obvious. 

 

Consent 
Please also ensure pupils sign and bring with them the declaration 

at the head of the Record Form confirming they have read, understood 
and accepted the rules; and that they are 21 or over. 
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Uniform 
Pupils must be properly equipped with all the mandatory items on 

the kit List. Items need not be new, but must be clean and neatly 
pressed. We may be able to assist those with problems acquiring kit. 
Badges must be properly attached where appropriate and all items 
clearly marked with the pupil' s name. 

Amongst our boys and girls we like to foster a sense of belonging 
and pride in their appearance, and so supply a blazer badge, tie and 
gym shirt printed with the school name and crest. A cap/hat badge will 
be supplied if requested, as headgear is optional (but particularly well 
looked-upon).  

Arrivals, Departures 
Pupils should arrive according to the instructions in their briefing 

letter. If prevented from meeting these schedules by the vagaries of 
public transport, alternative arrangements may be made if prior notice 
is given.  

Transport can be provided from the local or main line railway sta-
tion, or from further afield, again by prior arrangement. Pupils must 
travel in normal and unobtrusive adult clothes. 

 

Induction 
On arrival pupils will be shown to their beds to put their kit away 

and change into casual wear (see Kit List). Then they join the rest of 
the boys, girls and staff for tea or an appropriate meal. 

Pupils will don school uniform when instructed. There will be an 
induction class on the first evening when Rules, Fire Drill, etc. are ex-
plained. Personal Record Forms will be collected and name badges 
filled-in.  

Individual boys and girls may have to attend personal interviews 
with the Headmistress, or submit to medical examination by Matron. 
Personal kit will be inspected that evening or the following morning. 
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Luggage 
Pupils should bring only those 

items on the Kit List in a single 
case. Any restricted items, adult 
cloths or personal effects not re-
quired for the duration of the 
course must be surrendered on ar-
rival, in a separate case brought 
for the purpose. These and empty 
cases will be stored elsewhere. 
They are not allowed in the dor-
mitories and may be confiscated 
if discovered by staff. 

 

Timetable 
Varied by the Headmistress to 

suit premises, staff and pupils 
present. A typical timetable fol-
lows. A timetable will normally 
posted on a notice-board at each 
course : 

Morning 

7:30 Wake Up Boys or girls must 
get out of bed when lights go on. 

8:00 Breakfast. Obligatory for all 
boys and girls, in full uniform. 

8:45 Matron' s Defaulters, Sanato-
rium. Offences since supper 
dealt with. 

9:00 Roll-call, Classroom. Full 
uniform, school satchel or bag. 

9:15 Classroom teaching. 

10:30 Morning break, Play-
ground. Glass of squash and bis-
cuits. 

11:00 Practical classes. Uniform 
plus other kit, as directed. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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“ Dur ing our  intensive courses we undertake to subdue and reform even hardened o
fenders. We promise they will return to their  everyday lives as tranquil, biddable, polite, 
happy and well-

Pupils must be proper ly, fully and neatly dressed and presentable at all times. Proper  
attention is paid to the need for  pe

There is a proper  academic cur r iculum. Pupils are taught an a var iety of recognised 
subjects dur ing the per iod of the course. However, of necessity, a term of such shor t d
ration cannot correct many ser ious learning deficiencies. Instead, Headmistress and staff 
concentrate on the fulfilment of that 
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Dur ing our  intensive courses we undertake to subdue and reform even hardened of-
fenders. We promise they will return to their  everyday lives as tranquil, biddable, polite, 

-disciplined model pupils. 
Pupils must be proper ly, fully and neatly dressed and presentable at all times. Proper  

attention is paid to the need for  personal hygiene, and a smart appearance.  
There is a proper  academic cur r iculum. Pupils are taught an a var iety of recognised 

subjects dur ing the per iod of the course. However, of necessity, a term of such shor t du-
ration cannot correct many ser ious learning deficiencies. Instead, Headmistress and staff 
concentrate on the fulfilment of that which they can attain.”  
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Afternoon 
12:30 Lunch, Dining Hall. 
1:30 Afternoon classes, tests. 
3:00 Afternoon Break, Playground. 
3:30 Physical Education. Gym kit, 

classroom. 
4:30 High Tea, Common-room. 
5:00 Prep, classroom. Lines may 

only be done after assigned tasks. 
6:00 Defaulters parade, wait in line 

outside the classroom. 
7:00 Supper. Pupils may change into casual uniform. 
8:00 Pupils in Common Room. 
9:00 Prepare for bed. 
9:30 Lights out, supervised by Matron & prefects. 
10:00 No talking in the Junior Dormitories. Seniors ready for bed. 
10:30 Lights Out. 

End of Term 
Souvenirs 

The last afternoon/evening includes a prize-giving. Boys and Girls 
collect their Diplomas. Prizes will be awarded, if earned. Afterwards, 
individual and group (Polaroid) photographs may be taken, in uniform, 
etc. (if desired). 

Guests 
For the End-of-term Party or Barbecue, pupils may invite one or 

two guests, to arrive mid-evening on the day of the party, to change on 
arrival. They can express their relationship to the boy or girl who in-
vited them through their outfit, e.g. as Tutor, Master, Mistress. The 
only garments discouraged are everyday 
clothes. 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 24) 
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A few of the 
many thankyou 
letters we have 

had  ... 

ªEveryone was so friendly and helpful which is important when 
embarking on a new experience such as this and they made it easy 
to fit in and feel at home. I had envisaged getting into lots of behav-
iour related problems in the classroom but was surprised to find 
myself trying hard to avoid getting a fourth demerit which, as we all 
know, would have meant yours truly having to bend over for six 
strokes of the cane. Some of the boys and at least one girl seemed to 
spend more time bending over the front desk than they did sitting at 
their own, much to the amusement of everyone else.  

Everything about the school was just right with enormous atten-
tion to detail and both pupils and staff contributed together to gener-
ate all that important atmosphere. What impressed me most, how-
ever, was your [Miss Prim©s] ability to understand the needs and 
limits of each pupil and tailor any necessary  punishments accord-
ingly. You seem to adjust - in real time - to even small responses 
which is an ability I have not encountered before but which speaks 
volumes about your class. 

Special thanks must go to Miss Prim, Sir Guy, Matron and Jane 
the cook(whose authentic school grub completed the illusion). Your 
selfless and untiring efforts were largely responsible for the enor-
mous success of the occasion and provided us,the pupils, with so 
much pleasure. It will not be another three years before I enroll on 
my next Muir Academy course!º 

 
�

]̂ T�P] S� ]̂ [h�SPh�bRŴ [̂�X] �0dVdbc�P] S�
Pc�cWT�QPaQTRdT���3 Pf ] �P] S�WTa�_Pac] Ta�
PaT�P�bd_Ta�R̂d_[T��8�f Pb�Pbĉ d] STS�Pb�ĉ �
f WPc�P�bcd] ] X] V�QTPdch�bWT�Xb��
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ªI©m writing to say how very much I enjoyed your one-day 
course recently: I had expected to enjoy the Muir Academy --- 
I should hardly have come if I hadn©t. I was very keen to meet 
some old hands, including the names which I have seen in your 
books and leaflets. And I wasn©t disappointed. 

I was a bit nervous---rather like a new boy at school---and 
despite having read your leaflets. talked to you, and attended 
an interview I wasn©t totally sure what to expect...What I hadn©t 
expected was the tremendous sense of fun which filled your 
school. Everyone was there to enjoy himself or herself, and it 
was absolutely glorious to combine my love of CP with so 
much laughter. I absolutely loved it when Miss Prim was un-
able to suppress a smile at some remark or amusing antics of 
one (or more) of the pupils. Not that the smile meant that the 
pupil or pupils escaped appropriate chastisement! She was su-
perb! 

I can©t remember the last time I enjoyed myself so much. 
My only regret was arriving late, and so not chatting to the oth-
ers beforehand, as well as having to leave fairly early, again 
missing what I am sure would have been a very enjoyable so-
cial aspect of the scene. I really do hope to get to know every-

TO BE A BOY AGAIN 
 

It does you good from time to time, 
When weary of your adult world, 
To get right out of your adult skin, 
And free the boy imprisoned within, 
That carefree boy you used to be, 
And wish to be again. 

 
To return to your world that used to be, 
Become a pupil of The Muir Academy; 
Where your adult years will count for 
naught, 
You'll rate as a juvenile in school boy 
shorts, 
To be educated and taught to restrain 
Misbehaviour, under threat of the cane. 

 
The Academy rules are strict and many, 
And harsh are the penalties for breaking 
any, 
But breaking rules is a school boy sport, 
And the fun of doing things, you didn't 
ought, 
Is well worth risking cane, if caught. 

 
And when you resume your adult skin, 
You won't forget the boy within, 
And though your bum bears stripes from 
cane, 
You'll want to let him out again and again. 

 

Would it work for you? 
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Final Morning 
Breakfast at 9. Boys and girls assemble in the schoolroom at 10, in 

travel clothes, for a final leave-taking, to deal with outstanding disci-
pline and personal reports supplied. Cases must be packed beforehand. 
All boys, girls and guests to leave the premises by 11. Transport to the 
stations provided. This may vary slightly depending on the venue 
used. 

Happy Returns 
We guarantee you will be delighted by the effect of the course. 

Should the effects fade with the passage of time, as regrettably some-
times happens with the more intractable boys and girls, we would be 
pleased to welcome them back at a later date. 

 

So far this Prospectus has concentrated on the usual 
mixed 3-5 day terms & day courses. However there are 
other variations: 

(Continued from page 21) 
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Tutorial Courses 
After running classes successfully for nearly ten years Miss Prim 

decided to add classes in a new style, i.e. Tutorial groups. These are 
for experienced students for whom it is felt a more structured, stricter 
régime was needed. Initially they were either all-girl or all-boy, but 
now we have also run a mixed tutorial where the introduction of both 
genders has not detracted from the seriousness of the course. They are 
designed to be intensive and demanding and are not therefore suitable 
for pupils who have not attended previous courses at the ordinary 
level. 

You'd better  go and 
get changed then! 

Seen the new rule that even 
the Prefects wear shor ts? 

The uniform rules are precise and no exceptions are made. For 
these courses it is not acceptable to wear the uniform of a previous 
school, it has to conform to that laid down specifically for these 
courses. This uniform is also, of course, acceptable at ordinary 
courses. For boys the V-neck pullover and socks in Muir Colours must 
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be purchased from The Academy Club. The cap, grey shirt and black 
blazer make up the rest of the boys'  uniform. Girls on all-girl courses 
must have a navy blue gymslip and navy cardigan or blazer. The Sum-
mer uniform is a navy candy-striped school dress. Girls attending a 
mixed course may wear a knee-length grey skirt and the same pullover 
and socks as the boys, with a matching grey shirt or blouses as the 
boys. All items are rigorously checked for name tags. 

A full set of rules will be given on arrival with an hour given to 
learn them. These are in addition to the normal rules detailed in this 
Prospectus and may be varied at the discretion of the Headmistress. 
Punishments are awarded both in the privacy of the Headmistress' s 
study and in front of the class. Though unlikely to be more frequent 
than on other courses, they are likely to be more severe.  

Academic work is also set at a higher level and all those who fail to 
achieve the set pass mark are dealt with promptly. No infantile behav-
iour will be tolerated. As with other courses there will normally be a 
Matron and other domestic staff. Supervision is constant and unremit-
ting. All pupils will bring with them a letter from their tutor for both 
the Headmistress and the Matron, informing them of any relevant mat-
ters. 

To be accepted on a tutorial and to have received a Certificate of 
Achievement is a great accomplishment, not gained by any but the 
most dedicated amongst our number.  

Muir College 
(COUPLES' WEEKENDS) 

All Muir Reform Academy events are run personally by Miss Prim 
as Headmistress, with help from Matron and perhaps other ladies.  

The Muir College, though it is run along very similar lines to those 
so firmly set by Miss Prim for The Muir Academy, does not include 
her as Headmistress. Sir Guy Masterleigh often acts as Headmaster, 
ably assisted by other gentlemen and sometimes Matron. The domestic 
duties are carried out by a cook or maid, who may be a special girl. 

All pupils are always girls, not boys or special girls, for whom The 
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Muir Academy provides sufficient scope. 
The gentlemen come as the tutors of a particular girl. Each will 

have the opportunity of teaching classes, if they wish, by turns. A lady 
tutor with a girl pupil would be entirely welcome. 

Numbers are three to seven girls. Courses are run on lines more 
similar to the ordinary Muir Academy terms than the Tutorial courses. 

We regret that no tutors without a girl may be admitted, or we 
would be swamped by volunteers! Some girls come alone when their 
tutor cannot attend. In such cases Miss Prim or Sir Guy Masterleigh 
can put a would-be tutor in touch with such a girl, but this option is 
only open to those we know well. 

There are more staff than at Muir Academy functions and some tu-
tors or girls may have inhibitions about allowing all tutors free rein 
with all girls. To cover this point all pupils, (and sometimes the maid 

.. tutor  to review their  
gir l' s conduct and take 
any steps necessary. .. 



28 

Muir Academy, role play for adult boys, girls & ‘boys who'd rather be girls' 

too), carry a Report Book. This carries any special conditions and 
specifies by whom the girl may be disciplined. It also serves as a re-
cord of any offences committed. 

A tutor may demand to see a girl' s Report at any time. If empow-
ered to deal with an offence he will. If not he may note the offence and 
be assured that the girl' s tutor will deal with it appropriately. 

There is time set aside at the end of each day' s teaching for each tu-
tor to review their girl' s conduct and take any steps necessary. 

There is a booklet available from the Academy Club giving more 
detail, send 5 stamps or equivalent for a copy. 

 

 

These are the ultimate experiences for those who enjoy 
role play in a school setting! 

.. Pupils will  obey any in-
struction from staff, and 
pupils senior  to them .. 
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The Rules 
1- GENERAL 

All pupils at the Academy will 
conduct themselves with poise 
and decorum at all times. Any un-
seemly behaviour will merit pun-
ishment. These are a general set 
of rules, specific rules for a par-
ticular course may be posted in 
advance or on a notice-board. 

2 -Respect 
Pupils will immediately obey 

any instruction from staff and pu-
pils senior to themselves. In order 
of precedence, these are the Headmistress, Ma-
tron, Housekeeper, any other Adults (e.g. party guests) Prefects 
(House Captain and Head Boy or Girl), and other seniors. 

If addressed by a senior, boys or girls will show due respect by im-
mediately and courteously acknowledging the remark. If seated, pupils 
will rise and come to attention when the room they occupy is entered 
by an adult, only relaxing or returning to their seated position by ex-
press permission. 

Pupils will address the Headmistress as ªMa'amº, any other Lady 
as ªMa'amº or ªMissº, as appropriate, all Gentleman as ªSirº, Matron 
as ªMatronº; and the Housekeeper and senior girls as ªMissº. Staff 
and Seniors address juniors by surname or forename, as they please. 

No boy or girl may leave the classroom or place of instruction 
unless permission has been granted to do so. No pupil may leave the 
premises at any time, except with specific permission of the Headmis-
tress or Matron. On wishing to enter any room that may be occupied 
by a senior or staff member, a pupil should knock and await permis-
sion to enter. Unauthorized entry is a punishable offence. 

 

No pupil may leave 
the premises .. 
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3 - Talking 
No boy or girl may talk in the presence of the Headmistress or other 

adult, unless either directly addressed, or by prior permission. Simi-
larly, juniors shall remain respectfully silent in the presence of seniors.  

To ask permission to speak, or for any other purpose, the pupil 
should raise his or her hand in the traditional manner of attracting at-
tention and quietly await a response.  

If urgent, it is acceptable to ask politely and respectfully. Unauthor-
ized conversation is a punishable offence. 

4 - Property 
Pupils are expected to maintain their school equipment (exercise & 

text books, pens, etc.) in good order. The defacement or destruction of 
which is punishable. Damage and defacement of school property (e.g. 
graffiti on desks etc.) will certainly merit severe punishment. 

5 - Punishments 
Should a punishment be awarded to a pupil, he or she is required to 

accept it in good grace, without undue complaint, pleading or resent-
ment. Courage, resolution and humility are noted in a pupils favour. At 
the same time, any attempt to avoid or minimise a declared penalty, 
suggest it is undeserved, blame others for the offence, or manifest any 
sign of defiance, sullenness or resentfulness, may well result, at the 
discretion of the punisher, in an increase of the award, or even further 
chastisement. Penalties may be awarded and administered, as required, 
by the Headmistress, the Matron, the Housekeeper and Prefects. 

The Headmistress and Matron may use any punishment considered 
necessary for the proper reward of wrongdoing, including Corporal 
Punishments. The Headmistress will maintain a varied stock of imple-
ments for the latter purpose. Other penalties, such as isolation, physi-
cal drill, lines or rote-learning may also be imposed. 
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6 - Corporal Punishment 
Physical corrections are administered in time-honoured modes de-

veloped and refined over several centuries of British pedagogical prac-
tice, and may be weighted towards the infliction of psychical discom-
fort (of a specific and well-known type); or for the instilling within the 
culprit of a necessary sense of shame; or both together, as the discipli-
narian sees fit. It is subject only to an obligation not to injure the pupil. 

Corporal punishment is normally limited to a maximum of six 
strokes, applied to the buttocks with any proper instrument of correc-
tion. (This award may be exceeded in severe cases at the discretion of 
the Headmistress or Matron.) Although mild offences may be pun-
ished with some portion of clothing retained in place, ªold-fashionedº 
chastisement (with the buttocks fully bared) is frequently employed as 
the best way of bringing home to a pupil the shame of his or her situa-
tion without an excessive increase in physical severity. 

Boys and girls nominated for corporal punishment may be required 
humbly to adopt a suitable posture, to remove or adjust their own 
clothing as bidden, or submit without protest to having it adjusted for 
them. 

Approved instruments of chastisement include the palm of the 
hand, the slipper (of any flexible shoe), the 
strap (resembling a regulation Scots 
tawse), the school cane and, for specific 
and especially grave offences, the birch 
rod. Canes are of different weights and 
lengths. Birches are also different configu-
rations and materials, depending on cir-
cumstances, and are carefully manufac-
tured in the classic style from birch, wil-
low or hazel. 

The birch is the most ceremonious rod 
in use within the Muir Academy, and it is 
not unknown, in cases of very severe mis-
behaviour or gross recidivism, for its ad-
ministration to be in public. 
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Summary physical punishments may be imposed at any time for 
minor offences, and are not recorded. Any penalty held over will how-
ever be entered in the school' s punishment book, with a recommenda-
tion to the Headmistress, who will decide the actual penalty. This will 
be imposed at Defaulters. 

At the Headmistress' s discretion, senior pupils have a right not to 
be punished in the presence of juniors. This privilege may be with-
drawn under certain circumstances. 

7 - Segregation 
No boy may approach within arm' s reach of a girl, except when 

strictly necessary.  
Girls dormitories and toilet are out of bounds to boys at all times. 

Boy' s dormitories and toilets are similarly out of bounds to girls.  
Boys and girls are only allowed in the showers at the permitted time 

and never together. 
Any boy found teasing or bullying girls will be rigorously pun-

ished, as will any girl found encouraging or provoking boys. 
 

8 - Hygiene 
The staff bathroom and toilet are out of bounds (reserved for the 

staff and girls on the mixed course). Pupils use their own toilet and 
shower room. The shower room may be used during free time, girls in 
the afternoons and evenings, boys in the mornings.  

Boys may be required to use the shower communally under Ma-
tron' s supervision.  

All pupils are expected to consider others and take minimum time 
using these facilities. Unkempt boys or girls will be unceremoniously 
scrubbed in the shower by Matron, if necessary assisted by of a maid. 

 

9 - Intoxicants, etc. 
Alcoholic beverages are served at dinner. Quantities are limited to 

those appropriate for adolescents.  
Smoking is strongly discouraged, but some pupils may be so ad-

dicted that their health might suffer severely from a total withdrawal. 
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Those so disgracefully com-
pelled may, on arrival, de-
posit with Matron a single 
packet of  cigarettes, 
matches, etc. 

Cigarettes will be 
issued individually, 
on request, if 
she judges it 
appropri -
ate. These 
w i l l  b e 
smoked immediately 
in the appointed 
place. Spent matches 
and cigarette butts must 
be returned. A penalty 
punishment will be given 
if a tutor has so pre ar-
ranged. 

10 - Contraband 
The following are banned 

and must be surrendered to 
Matron on arrival and induc-
tion. If found in the possession 
of any pupil they will be confis-
cated outright. Further penalties 
will certainly ensue.  

These include sweets, to-
bacco,  alcohol, unsuitable toys; 
playing cards, games, comics, 
magazines, books (of any but the 
most impeccable and uplifting na-
ture), cameras, radios or tape play-
ers, money. 

The following are re-
stricted, and must be de-
clared on induction 
(subject to possible con-

fiscation or reduction 
in quantity): food, 

sof t  dr i nks,  
frivolous un-

dergarments, 
unsuitable or over-
adult clothing, cos-

metics and jewellery. 

11 - Interpre-
tation 

In the event of any differ-
ence in interpretation of 
the meaning or applicabil-
ity of these rules the view 
of the most senior person 
involved shall only be dis-
regarded if 

clear evi-
dence exists 
in contradic-
tion.  

 
In any event the 
H eadmi st r ess' s 
ruling is final.  



 
A  WISE PUPIL WILL MEMORISE THIS BEFORE ARRIVAL 

 

SCHOOL SONG 
[To the tune of Onward Christian Soldiers.] 

 
 

o more television, comic books and toys, 
No more late night movies for the girls and boys, 
We must wear our uniform and obey the rule: 
New term starts tomorrow, we go back to school. 

Reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic, 
And if you' re not careful, you will get the stick! 
 

 
it still and don' t fidget, laugh or mess about; 
Speak when you are spoken to, or you get a clout; 
Anything you should not have, teacher' s sure to find 

It gets confiscated and you get a sore behind. 
Reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic, 
And if you' re not careful, you will get the stick! 
 

 
tand in line for dinner, fighting in the queue, 
We get soggy cabbage and mash and brown stew. 
If Mum' s on the social, school dinners they are free, 

And you'd better eat it ‘cos you' ll prob' ly get no tea. 
Reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic, 
And if you' re not careful, you will get the stick! 
 

 
f you act intelligent, they call you ªClever Dickº, 
And if you' re a slow child, they say that you are thick. 
It' s so hard to get it right, life can be so cruel 

If you are a boy or girl and have to go to school.  
Reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic,  
And if you' re not careful, you will get the stick! 
 

 
John Reginald Smith 
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Tune; as ªLord of the Danceº, but sung very, very slowly. 

 
 
‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘ tis the gift to be free,  
‘Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be,  
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,  
‘Twill be in the valley of love & delight 
 
 
When true simplicity is gained,  
To bow and to bend we shan' t be ashamed,  
To turn, turn, will be our delight  
‘Till by turning, turning, we come round right. 
 
 
 
This is an old Shaker song, which we sing as the school 
“ hymn” . We feel it to be particularly poignant & appro-
priate to our establishment. We consider it has sufficiently 
broad appeal as to be acceptable to those with any reli-
gious affiliation or none. 
 




